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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In accordance with the duty of candor and good faith imposed by 37 
C.F.R. §1 .56 and means of complying therewith according to 37 C.F.R. §§1 .97 and 
1 .98, the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are called to the attention 
of the United States Patent and Trademark Office in connection with the above- 
identified patent application. Copies of the cited references are enclosed herewith. 

An English language translation of the Abstract for reference A.M. (EP 
0475147) is as follows: 

The present invention relates to a packaging material blank (1) in the 
manner of a band wrapping for packaging a plurality of containers, for example, cans, 



bottles (31) or the like. The packaging material blank (1) comprises a top part (2), side 
walls connected to the top part, and bottom parts (4, 4') which adjoin the side walls (3, 
3') and can be connected in the folded state, an additional fastening of the containers 
being provided at the respective side region of the blank. To solve the object of 
developing the blank further in such a way that the latter can be produced and folded as 
simply as possible and allows a very compact packaging with increased safety against 
tearing, it is proposed according to the invention that bendable upper, lateral and lower 
side flaps (5-9 and 5'-9') are provided as the fastening, which flaps are connected at 
least partially to one another or one below the other after folding, that, furthermore, 
mutually adjacent side flaps (e.g. 5 and 7) are connected via a folding surface (12) 
which connects adjacent side flaps (e.g. 5 and 7) to one another in the folded state and 
is folded in. As a result, in the folded state of the blank (1) the side flaps fit tightly 
around the outside contour of the containers. 

An English language translation of the Abstract for reference A.N. (EP 
1038783) is as follows: 

The box is formed from a semi-rigid material with a lid section (1) defined 
as part of one of the upper quarter of the box. The box is sealed by a perforated tear 
strip that is terminated at a circular cut out (19). Once the lid is opened, an opening is 
defined wherein the products can be assessed. 



No admission is made that the cited references are prior art and/or 



material to patentability. The Examiner is urged to consider each of these references 
with respect to the subject matter claimed in the present application. 
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